
EUROPEAN SYNCHROTRON RADIATION FACILITY           

 

The European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF) is a multinational research institute, currently funded by 

21 countries, whose access is based on scientific excellence. It operates one of the world’s most brilliant 

synchrotron X-ray sources and some 30 world-class beamlines. More than 6000 scientists from universities and 

research centres around the globe visit the institute every year to carry out experiments in fundamental and 

applied research. Presently, the ESRF is implementing an ambitious Upgrade Programme which will deliver, 

by 2022, a fully renewed facility to address the most challenging research programmes in the field of 

synchrotron radiation. The ESRF has an annual budget of ~100M€, employs 600 staff from 40 countries and 

operates as a private company (société civile) under French law. 

Head of Instrumentation Services and Development 
Division (ISDD) (m/f) 

Permanent contract 

THE FUNCTION 
As Head of the Instrumentation Services and Development Division, you will report to the Director General. 

You will direct the heads of the different groups, follow the progress of major projects, and be responsible for 

the division’s budget. You will represent the ISDD on the Board of ESRF Directors, and coordinate the 

directives and information received. Your duties will also include liaising with the Administration Division for 

the management of human resources and budgetary matters, and with the other divisions, groups and services 

of the ESRF. In addition, you will have the responsibility to promote and represent the ESRF at conferences, 

workshops and similar events. 

The Instrumentation Services and Development Division (ISDD) is responsible for the design, construction and 

support of instrumentation at the ESRF, for both the beamlines and the accelerator complex. It is composed of 

over 130 skilled scientists, engineers and technicians. It is structured into five groups including Advanced 

Analysis and Modelling, Detectors and Electronics, Mechanical Engineering, Software and X-Ray Optics. The 

activities of the division are centred on instrumentation development and support for the ESRF’s other 

divisions, and in particular for the Accelerator and Source Division and the Experiments Division. The 

successful candidate will lead the ISDD with the objective of maintaining the technological and scientific 

advances of the ESRF in the domain of innovative instrumentation for synchrotron radiation research, with 

particular reference to the instrumentation projects planned in the ongoing Upgrade Programme. This senior 

position implies responsibilities that cover many domains of development and support in synchrotron radiation 

instrumentation and offers the successful candidate outstanding and exciting opportunities for personal 

development and for involvement in resolving technical challenges. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
You should have a degree and Ph.D. in physical science or engineering or equivalent. You should have 

substantial research experience and recognized experimental/instrumental skills in synchrotron radiation-related 

science and techniques. 

Management experience is essential; this should include planning, organising, communication, and analysis. 

You should have demonstrated initiative, autonomy, and leadership. Your ability to establish a strong team-

spirit culture will be a major advantage. 

You will possess excellent oral and written communication skills in English, while knowledge of French will 

be a valuable asset. 

 

Ref. 8001 - The deadline for applications is 28 February 2015. 


